Hydrocephalus as presenting feature of spinal astrocytoma in a adolescent patient.
We report the case of an adolescent with a thoracic spine astrocytoma whose initial presentation was communicating hydrocephalus. We speculate that the mechanism may be reduced meningeal compliance due to meningeal spread of the tumour. Craniospinal MR imaging should be considered as part of the routine work up for patients presenting with unexplained hydrocephalus, elevated CSF protein and/or long tract symptoms/signs.